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Preface

The northern circumpolar region is the home of
numerous peoples who, by tradition, have been hunter-
gatherers and pastoralists. This same region spans many
Nation-States, newly formed in relation to Native his-
tory, whose borders often cut across Native lands, plac-
ing the peoples living there under diverse forms of
government. The policies of these various Nation-States
regulating Native access to land and other resources
demonstrate an enormous paradigmatic spectrum. In one
case, Natives receive special resource rights because of
their ethnic identity, while in another, such rights may
be reserved only for those who practice a particular
occupation. A Nation-State might acknowledge Native
immemorial rights to land, or it might fashion Native
rights into a privilege to be conferred on Natives as a
form of welfare.

It is noteworthy that the Nation-States geograph-
ically dominating the circumpolar region are highly
industrialized, so-called "First World" countries. Natives
of the circumpolar region find themselves encompassed
by some of the mightiest nations on earth, nations which
dictate policies even outside their borders and whose
internal relations to Natives understandably (if often
unfortunately) serve as models for other countries. The
situation of these northern Natives is a weather vane for
Natives elsewhere, and, as resource exploitation grows

along with further industrialization, it will become

vii



increasingly clear that "their" problems are "our" prob-
lems. Most importantly, whether or not the rest of us
have lessons to learn from the northern experience which
can be useful to our own predicament, we should hear
the Native voice for its own sake, both to enjoy its
beauty and to insure that it is not silenced.

Despite their thematic differences, the three con-
tributions gathered together in this volume share roots in
the circumpolar region. These roots include concern for:
Native rights over northern resources, the ethno-history
of northern Native peoples and resource utilization both
traditional and modern. It is hoped that further submis-
sions will render possible future publications in a series
of Contributions to Circumpolar Studies.

I owe a large debt of gratitude to the Swedish
Council for Research in the Humanities and Social
Sciences for supporting my research in Alaska. [ would
also like to thank Parks Canada for permission to publish

the study by Nancy Weeks,

Hugh Beach
August, 1986. Uppsala
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